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AHMNCR: 

FRO} GELRUT, VOA'S DOUGLAS ROBERTS HAS THESE REFLECTIONS 
Mt THE SITUATION IN VAR-TOR!! LEBAMOI. 

VOICE: 

COPT) THIS HORMING'S MAIL BROUGHT A LETTER FRO MY 
FATHER, UHO IS CURRENTLY ON A VISIT ON LONDON. AFTER THE 
USUAL EXPRESSIONS OF PATERMAL COICERN FOR A SOii WORKING 
AMIDST Ail URBAN BATTLEGROUND, HE MADOC IT PERFECTLY CLEAR 
THAT HE CAN MAKE NEITHE® HEADS NOR TAILS OF THE THIRTEEN- 
MONTH~OLD CONFLICT HM LED/GICN., POINTING OUT THAT LECAHON'S 
STORY IS DAILY SPLASHED ACROSS THE FRONT PAGES OF THE BRITISH 
PRESS, HE ADDED THAT iIONE OF THE MEDIA ACCOUNTS HAS REALLY 
GIVEN HIM A CLEAR PICTURE OF \HO'S FIGHTING WHOM, HE 
REFERRED TO STORIES ABOUT RIGHTISTS FIGHTING LEFTISTS, 
CHRISTIANS FIGHTING MOSLEHMS, PALESTINIANS ALLIED WITH SYRIA, 
AMD THE RIGHTISTS AND CHRISTIANS, AND OTHEM PALESTINIANS 
FIGHTING WITH LEFTISTS AND HOSLEMS. 

AOMITTEDLY, CEND OPT) THE SITUATION HERE IS HOPELESSLY 
COMPLEX. BUT WHAT SEEMS MOST LHPORTANT TO THE ORDITIARY 
CITIZENS OF THIS EMBATTLED CITY IS NOT WHO'S FIGHTING WHOM, 
SUT WHERE THEY ARE FIGHTH'G AT ANY GIVEN TINE. MOST BEIRUT 
RADIO STATIONS CARRY DETAILED ACCOUNTS OF WHAT THEY CALL THE 
SECURITY SITUATION EVERY FE'! HOURS, WARNING RESIDENTS THAT 
SUCH AND SUCH AREA IS U!NISAFSE OR THAT ANOTHER IS NO‘! CALM 
BECAUSE THE FIGHTING HAS SHIFTZO TO YET ANOTHER DISTRICT. 
WITH THESE BROADCASTS FOR A GUIDE, BEIRUT RESIDENTS EXERCISE 
AN EXTRAORDINARY TALENT FOR MAINTAINING SOE SEMBLANCE OF 
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NORMALTY IN THEIR LIVES, DESPITE THE IMPOSSIBLE CIRCUMSTANCES 
RADIO BROADCASTS ALSO I:.CLUDE GRIM ACCOUNTS OF THE NUNBERS 

OF DEAD AND WOUNDED, 1:9." MANY PEOPLE HAVE BEEN KIDNAPPED AND 
HOW HAY BODIES DISCOVERED OM A DESERTED STREET OR IN THE 
RUBELE OF A BURNT OUT SUILDING. 

SOHNE PARTS THIS SEASICE CAPITAL HAVE BEEN VIRTUALLY 
DESERTED FOR HMOHTHS... DEVASTATED DURING STREET BATTLES BETUEEN 
RIVAL TiILITIANEN. EETRUT'S ONCE FASATONABLE HAMRA STREET IS 
OWE OF THE FEV AREAS OF THIS CITY THAT REMAIN ACTIVE, MOST 
SHOPS ARE CLOSED, BUT SIDEWALK COMMERCE IS BOOMING. AND YOUNG 
EN AND WOMEN STILL PARADE UP AND DOW HAMRA STREET IH THE 
LATEST EUROPEAIi FASHIONS. THIS IS HOT TO SAY THAT THE DISTRICT 
HAS BEEN SPARED FRO: Tif FIGHTEI!'G., OCCASIONAL ARTILLERY BLASTS 
NEARBY ARE ENOUGH TO SEIID MOST OF THE SHOPPCRS AND STROLLERS 
SCURRYING FOR COVER. 

DESPITE THE HATRED AMD BUSITICSS ENGENDERED BY MORE THAN A 
YCAR OF CIVIL WAR AND POLITICAL CHAOS, THE VAST MAJORITY OF 
ORDINARY PEOPLE HERE SEfli TO WANT ONLY ONE THING: AN END TO 
THE CLOODSHED, A HAPHAZARD SERIES OF INTERVIEWS WITH LEDANESE 
CHRISTIANS AND MOSLE!HS AND SOME PALESTINIANS REVEALED THAT 
MANY PEOPLE HERE HAVE LOST CONFIDENCE IN THE COUNTRY'S 
POLITICAL LEADERS ESPECIALLY, IN THEIR ABILITY TO SEPARATE 
THE WARRING FACTIONS,. 

ABU HASSAN, A PALESTINIAN IN HIS MID-FIFTIES SAT ON THE 
STEPS OF Ali APARTHENT BUILDING HERE WHERE HE WORKS AS A 
JANITOR, AND TOLD ME HE SECS LITTLE REASON FOR OPTINISN ABOUT 
THE FUTURE, SOMETIMES, THE GUNMAN STOPPED SHOOTING FOR A 
FEW DAYS, HE SAID, BUT THEY ALWAYS START AGATIi. A BURST OF 


MACHINE-GUN FIRE ONLY A FEY SLOCKS AWAY SEEMED TO EMPHASIZE 
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HIS POINT, AND ABU HASSAN'S PC OTHER, FEROUX, HODDED HIS 

HEAD Hii THE DIRECTION OF THE FIRING AND SAID, \VITH A GRIIt 
SHILE, IT HAS BECOME THE ‘1USIC OF LEBANON. NEARBY, A PLUIP 
GRAY-HAITRED SHOPKEEPER SHRUGGED HIS SHOULDERS AND SAID, HE 

NO LONGER UNDERSTANDS WHAT THE WAR ITS ALL ABOUT. AND EVEN IN 
THE CEGHSMNG, HE SAID, THERE VENE SO MANY DIFFERENT 

FACTIONS MAKING SO MANY DCHANOS THAT MALY PEOPLE WERE TOTALLY 
CONFUSED. COFT) IF SOME LEBANESE ARE CONFUSED, IT IS EASY 
TO UNDERSTAND "HY FOREICMERS, LIKE NY FATHER, FIND THE LECANESE 
CRISIS TOTALLY HiCOMNPREHEUSISLE. CEND OPT) 
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